Bullous pemphigoid associated with Shy-Drager syndrome.
We report a patient with Shy-Drager syndrome who developed multiple tense blisters mainly on the extremities. Circulating anti-basement membrane zone autoantibodies were detected by the indirect immunofluorescence method. Immunoblot analysis using normal human epidermal extracts demonstrated that this patient's serum reacted only with 230 kD bullous pemphigoid antigen (BPAG1). Concerning the pathoetiology of the association of bullous pemphigoid and Shy-Drager syndrome, we discuss a sequence similarity between BPAG1 and dystonin, a candidate gene for dystonia musculorum.